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The IHIH Mentor Program—

Being

A Friend

Making A Difference

ebi Deutsch, the Director of Social Services, heads the IHIH Mentor
Program which matches kids one-on-one with volunteer adults. Mentors and their

students meet at least once a week to spend some time together doing a variety

of activities — assisting with homework, attending Ranger games, and doing fun

events such as going to the movies or out for pizza.

M cntors also teach social skills, like the importance of prnciualivy,
foslloww up and respect for themaelves and others, For older students,
mentors can help obtain summer and intern positions in business, pro
'q,l-\,lll'q,l_ |,,||“,'|| '-|-.' 1.1.\'-|:-i.. L-.li|'||.'I'I| 1ice, ?‘L-'1|I.xl II'|I|'-.'|rI.irII|f.'. I|'||' IEnldrs :,‘i\.-.'
kids a role model thar they can look up to and go o for advice or just

tor talk to about whatis going in their lives,

88T e mentors are someone the kids ean tuen to - a committed adult
who has an investment in that child’s long-term suceess” One of Diebi's
responsibilitics is to assess which kids can most benefit from having a
mentor and finding an adule volunteer that they think will be a good A,
“We have seen that most of our successtul students have had mentors

.I1|-| Wi O I'1.III'I]'| .'||'I|."-I'I'I'I.I1l.' ||I'.' 'i1|'.-||||.||"|l' SCCVICE OUr mentors |"I‘\.'l'.'|l.||'.
Mr ultimare 1.l.'|'.|'. l.'.'||1I||,| |'i|,' for evel 4 '\.II';'_|1' IHIH student 1o |'I.I't'l.' H]
mentor, [ts finding the mentors that's the .|1.|||I'I|§.'L'." [helsi is w '!]U“j‘.

with ather IHIH staff members to increase the awareness of the

{ Mentar Program. So far, word-ol=mouth from existing volunteers and
i their friends has been the most successful method for bringing new
mentors to the program. Bur, the annual THIH fundraising events,
I ||_||,i|||_,5| 11||' H]'-lll'l\ .'1'||:||.'|i-:'i|:| .|I:|.| Jlll.'Jll'IiI on the Green ane |"l.'l.'l WTUTH?

an addinonal source, as well,

. STEVE ROCCHIO AND KEVIN HARRIS

Sicve Rocchio is a mentor who first became imvalved when his database
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| President Tom Reid and Jeff Beukeboom of the Rangers, “They ralked
to me about the kids, the program and what IHIH is doing, And there

i were stories about kids who weren c[uite making it because the pro

{ gram didit have enough mentors. And 1 fele that it was something that

It I.'.’]]l}' Wil ||-:'-.1 (R || b

Sicve was assigrned to work with Kevin Harris, a bright T2 year -ald
i with ambitions of becoming a lawyer, It turned out to be a perfect
i match. "I asked Kevin why he wanted to be a lawyer and he said he
- knew there were peaple out there who needed help and he wanted 1o
help them, Well, I do work with 136 of the larges law firms in MNew
i York, So I've been tryings to give Kevin exposure to the law profession,
introducing him to the attorneys that I do business with, taking him o
court. And the more people he meets in that profession, the more role

maodels he'll have to look up to”

i Mevin brings his homework to Steve’s office each Monday for 2 to 3
howrs 2 week, “We work on his math skills and his 1'{':u|i|1§1 skills. 1
show him how to use the database. And he f]gutv-J out how to navigate

i his way on the Internet to look up hockey scores and player stats. He

i listens to me on the P[m.—w when clients call and he's .|{l1::1“_1.' starting to

pick up some basic business management skills - such as how you relate

to clients, He's a very inguisicive and |.>I'|g|11 kid. He's even asking his
teacher for above gt;adu: level assignments because that’s what he wants to

LH‘Q‘:'.I'; an ".’.'I[F'I me, to HI-'HZI'.-'I-' mi |.|1.I| EI{' can L'lU I|.'.II

o 5 probably through Kevins involvement with THIH for the past
i couple of years that he recognizes that there’s more to life then what he



sees n s surroundimgs, And as a result of his relatonship with me in

the Mentor Program, he’s working harder on his academics and his
grades have gone |.-:_~."

B e o triendshup with Kevin and 1 want to be a :g-.nd‘- and a role
maodel for him. U'm sure his interests wall change as he gets older, buc |

WANE tO matntaim 2 I'x|.I[|H|!:~."|||_~ with himn for as long as he'll have one

th me. And |u'|u'|i|||'. that will be for the rest of our Lves.”

SR thete are benefits for me as well. I'm learnmg patence - remems
benng what it was like o be his age. And I've also learned thar I'm not
as |

as selfish an mdwedual ac my age, E'-rln:g single and |,'|'-:11-|_":.:‘|:|,5.|1.|J
“Am [ re

And I'm starting to

thought | would be, In the beqnnmg | thought ally poing o

be able to do ev '[i'lll'l:..'. | need to do as a mentor?”

realize, especially looking at where he's coming from and the challenges

he has ahead of him, that those are mare important things in life then

my free time, Those are the things that U'm finding that are important
to me.”
I'Is:l |

now and he's ac ally teaching me & licdle bir of the language

a lor our of i, too. For ex: Lrn“h Kevin 15 t |L|n,,_ "1'.\.1|1|-..|
E_|I'\:I.['1 s03
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eveired when we loak through his text book and he says “Pic

picture. | can tell you what it s in Spamish.” And he'll get a bigger kick
when he actually gets me on a pau of skates for the first ttme in 20

vears!
W oy know, bemng a mentor 15 a long rerm commitment. You can't just
say I've had cl'.n'.lg,'l and walk away. You hawve to look ar what vouTe
doing to the kid, But 1 needed it, U'm totally commitred to the program
and 1 know kevin as, too, But any adult whe 1s considering becoming a
mentor has obviously out seme thoughe e it and f they've come this
i1, they

becomme a future elient of mine!™

i 1 .
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DON CHERRY AND CHRIS GRANT

Don Cherry, a Manhaman-based stockbroker, became involved wi

h

IHIH when a fnend recommended him to the program. “[ had done

some mentorng work with a program similar to [HIH, A friend of

mune became invelved wich [HIH and thought that | would be a good
candidate for the mentor progran 50 he recommended me)”

uB,
L

always wanted to do Big Brothee-type work but 1 just 1|\L|1';1|11 it would

2 4 mentor 15 4 lot less demanding then 1 thou 1|‘|T it would be. |
be time-consumng, 1 alwavs thought char | was too busy for it and did-
nt want to get invalved and then have to drop out and break the poor
kud’s heart”
111 0 - . G

5|*~:-rh are a fun part of our relasonship, but I'm oying o give lom
more than sports. I'm tmang to gve hom things thar can ||c|r e
life, I may not have all the answers but U'm 34 and he’s 13, 50 [ puess |
have more answers then he does. | want to be & positve influence i any

way and hopetully Ive been able to pass on some wisdom to him.”

WH- o e ight kid and he's learmng how to do things and how o
avord certan problems - like retu ning l.";l“:ll.' calls In the beginning, he
had some valid reasons because his parents’ home burned down and he
didn’t have a | e, Bo, [ gon him a beeper and that solved the Prannh
And | oy to show him how, in mv business as a stockbroker, if T didnt

rerarn phone calls, T wouldn't be in business very long.”

8] Lnow the |J-.'J-_=,15|llutfluu.1 whete he's from has a lot of distractions. |
grew up i Harlem and 1 know there’s a lor more examples of erack
dealers on the streer corners than stockbrokers. \1.,,l'u_ I can give hrm
expOsUre [o other '|1Il[1 s, like -.‘-|Ir and the fact that [u:-mphlgd .|.||||""'
I'm erying ta et him know that he has a choice. And a lot of kids up

there dont feel they have a hoice”

'8

away that he didnt play the sport. "1 had a very short hockey carcer that

ent Don first heard about the Mentor Program, he told THIH rgh
consssted on one year of organized |1| . Bur l||.1: Wasnt a deterrent in

gerring irvolved because Diebi told me rdght up front that ‘|\|.i'n||h_ hodk-
£V Was 0T A requitement in any way, :-|1.1]u'. of form, You should know

that the game is [‘l.l!.;';l on ice and thacs abour i)

e menror relantonship ot based on hockey, 1ts really all abou
-:|u-|‘.-1ll1g some tirme with these kids. They just want someone to hang
ot with and be buddies with, My first meeting with Cliris was a oypical
meering of a 13 vear ald with an adult. He spent the whale ome look-
"MNope”, “Uh-

« was much more limself and joking

g at |1|'~ teer and @ giving me one word answers: "'I'LIF'".
futh.” By the secone 1 meeting, he

with e

11
| (% .1|,.-, been tvolved since the Arst of the year, but i's been good.

And Tve learned a lot from the relationship - like pacience and aceep-
tance, My advice for amyone conside CTING Joining ||'.| IHIH Mentor
Program s, if vou've come this fir to be \.1|r1LL.1g about bemng a mentor
- just make the call

R who knows, i Chriss galf

s plaving ar Benefic on the Green one day.

game fmproves over the vears, he may
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